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THE TRAIL OF TEARS
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= During the 1830s the U.S. government forced some 100,000 American
Indians to leave their homes in the East and move to new lands west of the
Mississippi River.
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= Most of the Indians had to make the grueling journey on foot.

Monday, April 21, 14



= About 15,000 died during the trip, which is remembered as the Trail of
Tears.
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*+ In 1763 the British government had set aside the land between the
Appalachian Mountains and the Mississippi River for the exclusive use of the
Indians.
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X AN INDIAN BRIDGE.

= Nevertheless, many Euro-American settlers soon entered the region. The
British and, later, U.S. governments did little to stop them.
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In 1830 the U.S. Congress passed the Indian Removal Act, which authorized the president to negotiate
with the Indians to bring about their relocation to land west of the Mississippi River.

Andrew Jackson truly believed he was helping the Native Americans by moving them.
Jackson told the Indians that the new land that they were moving to would be theirs alone.

A barrier has thus been raised for their protection against the encroachment of our citizens, and guarding the
Indians as far as possible from those evils which have brought them to their present condition.”
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- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tdo2WGgfZQk (1:03:31)

- The Indians of the Southeast reacted to the Indian Removal Act in various
ways.
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#« Choctaw were the first tribe to agree to turn over their land and move west.
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= However, the federal government had no experience in transporting large
numbers of civilians, let alone their household effects, farming equipment,

and livestock.

*+ Many Choctaw died from exposure, malnutrition, exhaustion, and disease -
while traveling.
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= The Creek people had just as much trouble as the Choctaw

= Lots of Creek Indians died from the same preventable causes that had killed
Choctaw travelers.
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*+ The Chickasaw acted fast. They sold their land on their own.

*+ They used the money they got when they sold the land to buy the things they

would need for the journey. They had plenty of time to get what they needed.

= As aresult, their journey had fewer problems than did those of the other
Southeast tribes.
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INDIANS CANOEING ON MIAMI RIVER.
J. N. Chaxmberlain, Photographer, Miani, Fla.

*+ The Seminole fiercely resisted removal, battling U.S. troops between 1835
and 1842 in what became known as the Second Seminole War.
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= Although many Seminole were eventually captured and removed to the west,
some managed to elude the authorities and remain in Florida.
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“t The Cherokee acted more slowly than the other groups.
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** In 1829 gold had been found on Cherokee land in Georgia.
* Georgia was giving some of this land to whites.

= The cherokee were told that they could not pan for gold on their own land.
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** The Cherokee successfully went to the U.S. Supreme Court for help.

** John Marshall told Georgia to stop taking land from the Cherokee Nation.
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¢ Samuel Worcester was a missionary of New Echota. He opposed relocation.

¢ He bought a printer that could create a newspaper in the Cherokee language. He wrote
articles about his views on relocation and gave his newspaper to the Cherokee for free.

¢ He was arrested for failing to follow a law that required all whites living in the Indian nation
to take an oath of allegiance to the state.
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** He was sentenced to 4 years of hard labor, chained to his bed at night, and forced to walk 35 miles per
day.

= John Marshall said that he must be let go.

** In November, Worcester was let go.

** He continued with his paper.

**  He believed that the nation’s progress depended largely on the intelligence of its individuals, and that
intelligence, he believed, was earned through information and the printed word.
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** Most Cherokees opposed removal.
** Yet a minority felt that it was futile to continue to fight.

** They believed that they might survive as a people only if they signed a treaty
with the United States. | |
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The treaty was signed
in Elias Boudinot’s house.

(murdered later)

** In December 1835, the U.S. sought out this minority to effect a treaty at New
Echota, Georgia.

** Only 300 to 500 Cherokees were there; none were elected officials of the
Cherokee Nation.

** Twenty signed the treaty, ceding all Cherokee territory east of the Mississippi
to the U.S., in exchange for $5 million and new homelands in Indian Territory.
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*+ Many Cherokee didn’t really believe that they would actually be forced to
move so they just stayed put.
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¢ In 1838 the U.S. military began to force Cherokee people from their homes
often at gunpoint.

“« They were not given time to pack.
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Cedartown and the Trail of Tears

Cedar Town Camp

The soldiers gathered them up, all up, and put them

in camps. They hunted them and ran them down until
they got all of them. Even before they were loaded into
wagons, many of them got sick and died. They were all
grief stricken. They lost all on earth they had.

Remembrandce of Cherckee descendant Ehzabeth Watts, 1937

You are on the site of the Cedar Town Camp, the
southernmost military post established for the
forced removal of Cherokee Indians from Georgia.
On May 26, 1838, militiamen started rounding up all
Cherokees who lived within 10 miles. Day after day
they captured Cherokees until they had 217 men,
women, and children.

In June, militiamen marched all the prisoners who
could walk to a fort at New Echota and then on to
deportation camps in Tennessee. A few days later,
the soldiers put the sick and elderly Cherokees into
army wagons and sent them to the Tennessee camps.

Over 200 Cherokees were taken from the Cedar
Town area in less than a month. In late June, the
company broke camp and mustered out of military
service. No traces remained of the roundup of
Cherokees from their homes around Cedar Town.

Mg couriey of Pe Natondd Acches Mome
worch by Charies Waker ovtsorm dooamert
COurtesy oF T Urtwar sty of Gaorga Libe arws.

This Cherokee man was

”
sy (odann. % Jﬂ );....,/)’- ‘; one of thousands taken
PE, vk e S ’»M o 10 removal camgs In 1838
wine Heves . mr
Eighty solchers set up camp here in May 2 -~

1838, Each day the toops fed thelr

prsoners meager ratons of bacon, hard ] i 4 3
beead, and corm meal. Some Chesokess { 2w 1 r3
becamne %0 il the company had to buid \ fiadf HEaR
a makeshift hospatadl for them, Nwg ‘ ‘
243 1IN ol
‘___-_-_.——-_‘-_—'
L ur ('reck DNy R §
Cherokges fruing on Cedar Creek X & - !7 ;;,-
L. S als
1835 Cemsus u alrfp iy 2P
’ ou —_ .
. wd their familics, W0
Al of thes Cherokge, & 3 Cedar Tows
y *I‘JI“""F at
fusve been at the rem?

Gus
”(”llﬁ
Nancy Lyind Fisk
“w -
,,::.' Pmphp ¥
Pk
Mogw Sudy
L iowwe _
recwand
W ey et
L‘ul‘ﬂ
Toomoued
Cazchgrkes
Sear Stining Deww
wkkewh
(o
Embfe Tt
Cinphe Tarepen

Line Fsh, or Lying Fsh
as writlen on the 1835
cersus, oft behind his
log cabin home, pitured
above, when forced to
go 1o the camp

— ——

Ths map, sketched by Lieutertant £, D. Keyes in 1838, shows the military post and dstances
n the Cherokee homeland Cedartown is beled on the bottom keft

+ Held in miserable prison camps for days or weeks before their journeys

began, many Cherokee became ill, and most were poorly prepared for the
very difficult trip.




= With inadequate food, shelter, and clothing, the Cherokee suffered terrlbly on
the march, especially after cold weather arrived.
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http://tn.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/akh10.socst.ush.exp.trail /trail-of-
tears/ (start at 2.12)

About 4,000 of the estimated 15,000 Cherokee died on the 116-day journey,

many because the escorting troops refused to slow or stop so that the ill and
exhausted could recover.
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= http:// WWW.youtube.com /watch?v=6W3mbOx{ZIl.o

¢ The trail includes some 2,200 miles (3,500 kilometers) of routes over land
and water.
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The Indian Removal Act of 1830 mandated the removal of all

American Indian tribes east of the Mississippl River to lands
in the west.

The Trail of Tears National Historic Trail commemorates the
removal of the Cherokee and the paths that 17 Cherokee
detachments followed westward.

Bell's Route of the Trail of Tears was one of the 17 detachments
to remove the Cherokee west. John Bell was appointed to lead
this detachment of 650 to 700 Cherokee by Chief John Ross.
They had a military escort, Lt. Edward Deas.

A letter written by Lt. Deas reported: we have pursued the
direct road through Fayetteville and Pulaski leading to Memphis,
part of which we found very rough, but our rate of travelin

has averaged between 10-12 miles a day. From vouchers o
cdward Deas it s possible to determine that the Bell's detach-
ment traveled a route which approximates the alignment of
present day Hwy 64 through middle and west Tennessee.

THIS MARKER MADE POSSIBLE BY WOODMEN OF THE WORLO LIFE INSURANCE SOCIETY=—
“WITH YOU THROUGM LIFE'™ AND THE TRAIL CF TEARS REMEMBRANCE MOTORCYCLE RIDE.

*+ In 1987 the U.S. Congress named the Trail of Tears a National Historic Trail
in memory of those who suffered and died during removal.
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Andrew Jackson :
Winter Grapes

= A barrier has thus been raised for their protection against the encroachment of our citizens, and guarding the
Indians as far as possible from those evils which have brought them to their present condition.”
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. Bear Sitting Down

John Marshall

¢ “The Cherokee nation, then, is a distinct community, occupying its own territory, with boundaries accurately described, in which the
laws of Georgia can have no force, and which the citizens of Georgia have no right to enter, but with the assent of the Cherokees
themselves, or in conformity with treaties, and with the acts of congress.”
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Samuel Worchester

Winter Grapes

The soldiers came and took us from home. They first surrounded our house and they took the
mare while we were at work in the fields and they drove us out of doors and did not permit us

to take anything with us, not even a second change of clothes...They marched us to Ross’
Landing, and still on foot, even our little children, and they sent us off.

Monday, April 21, 14



Samuel Worcester
Cherokee Child

= “The nation’s progress depends largely on the intelligence of its individuals, and that intelligence is
earned through information and the printed word.”
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